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© was a good “twenty.” Under the rod top it still fought
“oggedly, but when tackle pressure caused it to roll its full
depth became obvious. It was a real barrel!

It took 15 minutes of arm aching to get it into the net, and a
sruggle up the bank. It was the bulkiest fish | had ever caught,
and | found it difficult to judge the weight although it was
clearly 30Ib plus - 33” long, with a girth of 30.5” it weighed
5.4, the second-biggest carp | had ever caught. Magnificent!

After a few very careful pictures | lowered this tub back into
‘e water and watched it waddle away. | could have packed up
then, but there was no rush. | stayed on for a
16, a lovely fish of 24.4 and finally a
15.8. It was approaching midday,
and | left.

WISIT 15 (August 12): |
was back at 5 p.m. on
2 beautifully hot
afternoon with a
t=we puffy clouds -
‘wst the sort of
weather 1 do
llke. The fish
appeared to,
250! There was
a sizeable
group at the #
putlet, including
one of the biggest ™™
i'd seen. |
wneeling at a point
where the water
deepens off, and this
tsh was directly below
me. | would give it 40lbs.

! hadn’t been fishing long,
however, when this group began to
disperse. Noticeable they were drifting away
o the left, and my baiting did nothing to stop them. |

did manage two fish by 7.30 p.m., by which time just about all |

the group had disappeared. They had left in such a determined
manner it clearly had nothing to do with my presence, but their
whereabouts was worth investigating!

I gathered up the tackle and set off along the bank. Keeping
an eye on the water ahead of me | noticed a number of fish
rolling in a relatively small area. Not knowing what to expect |
was nevertheless surprised at how shallow the water was in this
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Far left: Martin ended
his season with this
superb fish, which we
also pictured in
November. It was 35”7
long, 27.5” in girth
and weighed in at
341b 4oz.

Left: A nice bonus!
This 24.4 came along
soon after the 35.4.

Below: Did you guess
right when we
showed a similar
picture of this fish in
November? It was
33” long, 30.5” in
girth, and it was
Martin’s second
biggest common at
351b 40z.

area. Whilst | got my bits and pieces together fish continued to
move just left of where | was sitting. | fired some bait and cast
into no more than a foot of water where the fish were still
rolling. Some filamentous weed was growing, and presumably
there were shrimps for the carp to feed on.

As it was approaching dusk | fished just one rod, catching
three good fish weighing 16.12, 11.8 and 15.12. As it got dark |
packed and headed home.

VISIT 16 (August 13): Had been some light rain, weather
fresher, early morning almost autumnal: Arrived
at the outlet at 9 a.m. with two or three
hours to spare. Few fish showing
anywhere, but by casting
around | caught three carp
and lost one very good
fish, briefly seen before
dlhe line parted on a
= ¥snag - irritating, to
say the least.

VISIT 17
(August 13):
Returned at 3.30
and nothing
happened for
well over an
hour. Then, in just
50 minutes, |
caught three carp.

More were showing
than in the morning,
but were mostly not
interested in feeding. My
last fish of the day had been
my 1071st double of the season
and my 106th carp. | half-expected to
feel something “special” at achieving this

number, but didn’t. A lot of fish had merged in the mind;

| had effectively forgotten a lot of them. Clearly some of the

| bigger fish had made an impression, and some of the battles

| had been memorable, to say the least. It was tempting, when |

| left in late afternoon, to call it a day. | wanted to do some
| barbel fishing, and zander were in my autumn plans.

I really did not know, as | drove home, whether | would go

again, yet something was nagging in the back of my mind. | did

make one more visit, something | shall always be grateful for...
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<« VISIT 18 (August 14): Some sun; nice breeze: Some of my Fips

B CARPING

had been spur of the moment jobs, for which I always =
some tackle ready. | usually planned my stasting times, but not
often when | finished. Many of the mid-week visiis wer
short duration, and perhaps the only problem with t
approach is that it takes longer #o sost out paitems of bel )
Details which may nommally look you in the face don't seem
quite so obvious. One matter which had become evident,

ever experienced.

In an almost conifmeows mum, witl the mere hint of a pause at
tween us. It didn't go at
with tremendous power. [t was

. lz. but beyond that | could not say. What
ver, contirmed that it was at least a big 20-

Wy

It stopped at 80 yards, and hung solidly, very slowly moving
left in a wide arc. | could wind down and haul, gaining a bit of
line, but then the fish would go solid for a while and refuse to
budge. Over the period it was scribing this arc | retrieved quite

though, was that under certain conditions fish gathering at the | a bit of line, and by hauling and heaving | did get the fish near

outlet in any numbers was more likely later in the day.

[ like early starts, but was concluding that late morning could
be just as productive. Unfortunately it wasn't always convenient
to be there then. To test the theory on what proved to be the last
visit | began at 10 a.m. A quick look at the gravel patch
revealed only a few fish, swimming along well out. Had they
been feeding | would have been drawn to fish there, which I
hadn’t actually planned. With some slight relief | went along to
the outlet, but here only a couple of fish were showing. |
baited, and waited.

Slowly more fish entered the area, some staying to feed,
others keeping going. There were not that many in the feeding
group, but a rippled surface prevented accurate assessment.
The first carp came at about 10.45, at 16lb, followed by a 16.4,
an 11.10 and a 15.8 soon after 11 a.m.

This was a lovely bit of fishing, and I could have happily
gone at that point. But despite these captures several more fish
had gathered, so | kept going, but nothing further happened in
the next hour. At about 12.20, though, | got another take and”
struck what felt like a fairly small fish. There was a wriggling as
it felt the hook and then it made off right. | followed, trying to
get directly above it, and had no sooner done so when it turned
left, running out into the lake on the most powerful run | have

the surface about 30 yards or so to my left, and a similar
distance out from the bank.

There was a mighty swirl before it went deeper, and | had the
long slog of getting it back to the surface and into the waiting
net. My first glimpse of the fish came when it was 5 to 8 yards
from the bank, as it swam from left to right in front of me. |
“knew” now what | had already guessed. It was over 30Ib - a
long common, very heavily built.

After a spell swimming back and forth, some boring away
and some vyielding of line, | got the beast into the net and onto
grass. The memory of the 35-pounder was still fresh in my
mind, and this fish was clearly longer. | quietly thought it might
make about'41, but it somehow didn’t feel heavy enough. At
35” in length and 27.5” in girth it was my third heaviest fish
ever, at 34.4.

This beautiful carp had given me unquestionably the finest,
strongest, longest-running fight of any that | had ever caught. It
is one | will not forget for a long time, if at all, and was a fitting
end, for the time being, to some marvellous fishing. That one
fish made me realise that | had now done all | wanted. There
had been 110 carp (nearly all commons), 105 of which were
over 10lb, 19 over 20lb, three of them thirties. Total weight:
1,775lb 40z. a
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BOILIE PUNCHe

1989’s BEST SELLING PRODUCT!
Makes baits buoyante Neutralto
full Pop Ups and Floaterse
BEWARE of iMITATIONe

CARPBOMBeFor Floaterse
3sizes e Swivelled topand bottom
For Drifting and Anchored Baitse
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BUOYANT LEDGER and
WEEDBEATER LINKe®
Resistance freeeLink
defeats bottom weede
Superbforlong range
floaterse
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. SPIKED BOILIEHOOK-e
Speciallydesigned for
Sidehooking and particlese

Noneedle requirede

HAIR RIG HOOKe
Fitted with lightweight
eyetotake ahaire
Marvic Hooks handmade and forged from carbon steel
are Extra SharpeExtra Stronge
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IT’S THE ACTION
WHICH CATCHES THEM!!!

AS USED AND RECOMMENDED
BY BARRIE RICKARDS

Send stamp for FREE colour brochure to:—
Lures Direct (CA), 1 Shirley Road, Wareham, Dorset BEZ8 40E
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